Topic vs Thesis

Topic: a general statement of what the essay is about.

Thesis: a specific statement of the author’s main 
              point/argument.

Mannes “How Do You Know It’s Good”

Topic:  Standards are needed to judge the arts.

Thesis:

Atwood  “Amnesty International:  An Address”  &  Llosa “With Pens Drawn”

Topic:  What the role of artists in society should be.

Thesis:  

King   “Why We Crave Horror Movies”

Topic:  Why people watch horror movies.

Thesis:  
George  “I am a Native of North America

Topic:

Thesis:

Style Analysis – How to achieve stronger analysis
Possibility #1
Formulate a very specific thesis statement and include three different types of rhetorical devices that support that thesis statement.

Ex.  In order to keep the reader engaged and to emphasize the necessity of an outlet for our negative emotions, King deliberately shocks his audience with dark humour, grim allusions, and colloquial language.
Stephen King sets out to prove that horror movies provide a healthy outlet for our unhealthy emotions and therefore have a legitimate social function.  However, his use of childish humour, colloquial language, and youthful analogies detracts from the seriousness of his argument leaving the reader unconvinced.

In his essay “Why We Crave Horror Movies” King discusses a controversial topic.  Many people in society are disturbed by the graphic violence in horror movies and so are already predisposed to disagree with King’s thesis that horror movies serve a necessary purpose by providing a safe outlet for socially unacceptable, negative emotions.  In order to make his argument less threatening and more universal King uses humour, colloquial language, and everyday analogies.

Possiblility #2

Organize your essay so that each paragraph deals with a third of King’s essay (focusing on the main rhetorical device he uses in that section) in order to show both his use of rhetorical devices and the development of his essay.
Thesis:  In “Why We Crave Horror” King uses parallelisms, humour, and analogies to develop his argument that on some level all people are “insane” and that in order to remain mentally healthy we need an outlet like horror movies for our antisocial emotions.

Para #1 – parallelism/allusion/examples
to show that we are all insane

Para #2 – humour/example to show how society causes us to suppress our antisocial/negative emotions

Para #3 – analogy/sentence variety to describe negative human emotions and how they need an outlet which may well be horror movies

