Write like you want to—

ENG4U Personal/Narrative Essay Assignment

Your challenge is to write your own 1-2 page personal or narrative essay demonstrating:

· A strong thesis or main idea / awareness of purpose and audience

· Mastery of the 6+1 traits of writing (your rubric)

· Ability to use rhetorical devices effectively (these must be highlighted on your essay)
· Ability to provide specific detail as evidence for main ideas / critical thinking

It can be on ANY TOPIC. You can write about a global issue, a local issue, a school issue, a moral that you live by, something that really bothers you, or a personal experience. 

You may choose to use a single, well-told story as the basis for drawing a conclusion (narrative essay) or simply an essay that explores your thoughts, feelings, or ideas about a particular topic (personal essay).

Your essay must follow the MLA Formatting Guidelines available here: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
There are no specific length requirements, however, my favourite professor once said, “if you can’t say it in 500 words or less, you can't say it at all.” Polonius, of Hamlet fame, is famously quoted with saying “brevity is the soul of wit.” That said, 1-2 pages is preferable to 6-8 pages 
Remember that in a personal essay you do not need to conduct research, nor should you be relying on “proof” garner from a Google search. If you do happen to decide not to heed my advice, remember that any information/ideas that are not you own need to be cited in-text and in a works cited that follows MLA format.

http://www.cbc.ca/player/play/1469753410 - to listen to the Samantha Nutt: This I Believe radio clip

A personal essay is trying to convince the reader to agree with the author’s perspective or viewpoint. A narrative essay can do the same, but usually does so through telling a story. 








