Niobe – a symbol of loss and grieving
Niobe
-queen of Thebes 
-14 children

-boasted about her children and angered  Leto, a titan, by mocking her for only
 having two children

-Leto has her son Apollo kill Niobe’s sons and Artemis kill her daughters

-Niobe’s grief-sticken husband commits suicide 

-Niobe flees to Mount Siplyon in Asia Minor

-turned into a stone from which a stream representing her ceaseless tears flows

Connections to Hamlet
Develops the theme of seeming by showing how Gertrude seemed to be a good wife and how frustrated Hamlet is by this betrayal
-Niobe presents an idealized image of grieving which Gertrude seems to uphold making her marriage to Claudius all the more disillusioning for Hamlet
-represents how Hamlet would like his mother to act - Hecuba
Develops Hamlet’s character by providing another example of a tragic hero
-like Niobe, Hamlet had a seemingly perfect life –can see how far he has fallen

-tragic flaw pride (Niobe)/ inability to act (Hamlet) leads to downfall
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Develops Hamlet’s character by showing how his emotions control him.
-when Gertrude is held up against the ideal can see how unfeeling/pragmatic she is (death is common)
-in Act I Hamlet is more like Niobe than Gertrude – excessive grief – exile/escape
-must learn to control emotions in order to act
www.pantheon.org/articles/n/niobe
