Narrowing your thesis statement

Topic:  Hamlet and his relationships with women
Hamlet is betrayed by Gertrude and Ophelia.
To narrow this –  How is he betrayed?  Is he really betrayed or is it just his perception?  What were their motives?  What is the impact on Hamlet?  
Gertrude betrays Hamlet by remarrying and Ophelia betrays him by breaking up with him both of which make him depressed.
Better  - Is there a way that both their betrayals are the same?  Do they mean to hurt him?  Is depression really accurate?  How does it cause him to change his behaviour?
Hamlet feels that Gertrude has betrayed him by marrying Claudius and that Ophelia has betrayed  him by breaking up with him.  In both cases, they choose to side with someone else over him.  These seeming betrayals leave Hamlet with no one to talk to and make him lash out at people verbally.

Better – Do I need specifics of betrayal or just the commonality?  Can I formalize the language?  Can I add a quote or some information to spice it up.
The seeming betrayals of Gertrude and Ophelia, the two women that Hamlet loves but who chose loyalty to other men over loyalty to him, causes Hamlet to become isolated and this isolation leads to ever increasing emotional instability in the first two acts of the play.  As he tells Ophelia in Act III, scene I, “It hath made me mad.” (III, I, l. 159)  
Ophelia and Gertrude develop Hamlet’s character as a bully.

Narrowing it down – How does Hamlet bully them?  Why?  What is the outcome of the bullying?  Is it in contrast to his other characteristics?  Is anyone else in the play a bully?  

Hamlet takes his anger out on the two women in his life because it is safe.

Narrowing it down – Why is he angry?  Is it only anger?  Why is it safe?

Hamlet feels that he has been betrayed by Gertrude and Ophelia and is frustrated with his own inability to act in getting revenge on Claudius.  So he takes his anger out on the two women who because they love him and because of their low position in society cannot defend themselves.

Narrowing it down – How to introduce with some general background information from the play?  Reword “low position in society”.  – Link the word “bully” back in?

In his soliloquy in Act II, scene ii Hamlet accuses himself of cowardice as a way of explaining why he has not yet been able to kill Claudius.  Whether or not this accusation is accurate in terms of his revenge, it is an accurate description of his treatment of Gertrude and Ophelia, the two women he loves.  Hamlet is paralyzed, unable to obey his father’s ghost except to rage privately against Claudius and himself, so he takes his anger and frustration out on the two women who, because they love him, he can hurt, and who because of their position in society cannot retaliate against him. 

