How to Find Thesis Statements – Mini Lesson

“How do you know it is good?”  M. Mannes
First Method:
-Divide essay into 3-4 sections based on similar content




-Summarize each section in 1 -2 sentences

-Create a thesis by combining your summary sentences into one sentence

	Paragraph #
	Summary of what is said in those paragraphs

	Introduction
	Poses the question that the essay explores:  How do we know what constitutes high quality art?



	Para 2 -3 
	

	Para 4
	

	Para 5-9
	

	Conclusion
	


Thesis:


Second Method:
-decide what problem the author is addressing



-decide on their solution



-decide on why they feel adopting the solution is important



-combine those three ideas into a sentence

	Problem


	

	Solution


	

	Why adopting the solution is important


	


Thesis:

Para 2 –3
 The current critical trend has been to favour personal taste over other means of judging art and therefore the terms “good” and “bad” have lost their meaning as terms of judgement and really mean “I liked it” and “I didn’t like it”. Critics because they are afraid of being wrong have stopped judging art by using confusing or ambiguous words or terms like “new”

Para 4 –
The audience makes the arts – in other words in order to inspire artists to produce high quality work we in turn must judge quality

Para 5 – 9
There are three standards one can use to judge art.  One is association which means comparing works of art to other works in order to judge what is best amongst them.  Another is craftsmanship by which we judge the actual technical execution of a piece of art.  The final one is purpose which means what the message is and how effectively it is communicated

Conclusion – 
Encourages us to go and use these or other standards to judge art

Thesis:

1st version:  Without rigourous critical judgement the quality of the art being produced will decrease.  Critics often don’t make judgements because of fear, using confusing and ambiguous wording, to say nothing.  The audience needs to apply standards such as association, craftsmanship and purpose in order to encourage artists to create high quality art.  

2nd version:  Because of the current critical emphasis on personal taste and the fact that critics often don’t make judgements because of fear of being wrong, the quality of the art being produced in North American society is flagging.  Therefore, the audience has a responsibility to judge art by applying standards such as association, craftsmanship, and purpose in order to inspire artists to create high quality art.  

3rd version:  Currently in North America the quality of art is in decline because the critics are fearful of making judgements and the audience relies on personal taste.  The audience needs to rigorously apply standards such as association, craftsmanship and purpose in order to reverse this trend and to inspire excellence in the arts.

4th version:  If Western society abdicates its responsibility to judge the arts based on rigorous standards, as is the current trend, the quality of art itself will be diminished.
“How Should One Read a Book?” – V. Woolf
Intro -
Reading a book is an independent endeavour but we must not waste our powers of discrimination but train them.
Para 2
After reading a book, we must allow time to process it and then exactingly compare it with the best in its kind to determine its quality.  

Para 3
As readers, we cannot rely on critics because it is through our personal taste that we first engage with a book.  After we have compared and determined strengths and weaknesses of a particular book then the critics become useful to provide insight and solidify ideas.
Para 4
Even if we are not critics the reader has a responsibility to judge.  Our judgments become part of the artistic world and inspire writers thus improving literature.  

Conclusion
Don’t we read books for our own pleasure?  Reading is a reward unto itself.

Thesis

Version 1:
Because reading is a personal and independent endeavor, we cannot rely on the critics to form our opinions.  Instead we should determine the quality of a work by comparing it to the best in its genre and by doing so improve the quality of art by providing meaningful feedback.
Version 2:
Despite the fact that reading is a personal activity and opinions cannot be dictated by the critics, readers can improve the quality of literature by strenuously comparing works of literature to the best in that genre thus creating an atmosphere of high expectations for authors. 

