Canadian Novel ISU Journals

· Students are to write one response journal (minimum 750 words) per novel to be written after the novel’s completion.

· The key to a good journal entry is that it should be an honest attempt to write what you personally think of the novel.  Say what you think as clearly as possible and develop you ideas or feelings as fully as you can (this means using examples and/or quotations from the novels).

· Your journal can be written in an informal style.  You are allowed to use personal pronouns for this assignment.

· Your journal entries must answer at least 1 question from Section A and two questions from Section B.  Remember that it is better to explore a few questions in depth than to superficially discuss many.
Section A:  Questions

· Did you enjoy the novel?  Why or why not?

· What aspects of the novel (plot, characterization, theme, setting, style, images) did you like best?  Least?  Why?

· Are there parts of the text that you find confusing?  Why?

· Are there ideas presented in the text that you disagree with?  Which ideas?  In what way do you disagree?

Section B:  Questions

· What connections do you see between this work and others you have studied/read/seen?  Explain these connections with examples from both works.
· How do the main character(s) change over the course of the novel?  How does this relate to the author’s theme(s)?

· How does the title of the book relate to the themes and/or characters in the novel?

· What social issues does the author explore and what does he/she day say about them?

· Each journal will be graded based on the following factors:

· Completeness

· Knowledge:  the journal demonstrates your knowledge and understanding of the text including examples and quotations

· Thinking:  the journal demonstrates that you have made a sincere, thoughtful attempt to examine the novel and its themes and that all sections are fully developed and thought out

· Communication:  sentence structure, effective organization, clarity and mature diction

· Application:  spelling, grammar, punctuation 

